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Abstract

Purpose

Responsible innovation assessment tools (RIATS) are key
instruments that can help organizations, associations and
individuals measure responsible innovation. Accordingly, this study
aims to review the current status of research on responsible
innovation and, in particular, of studies that either present the
relevance of RIATs or provide empirical evidence of their adoption.

Design/methodology/approach

A systematic literature review is conducted to identify and review
how RIATs are being addressed in academic research and the
applications that are proposed. A systematic process is
implemented using the Web of Science and Scopus bibliographic
databases, aiming not only to summarize existing studies, but also
to include a perspective on gaps and future research.

Findings

A total of 119 publications were identified and included in the
review process. The study identifies that RIATs have attracted
growing interest from the scientific community, with a greater
predominance of studies involving qualitative and mixed methods.
A well-balanced mix of conceptual and exploratory studies is also
registered, with a greater predominance of analysis of RIATs
application domains in the past years, with greater incidence in the
finance, water, energy, construction, manufacturing and health
sectors.

Originality/value

This study is pioneering in identifying 16 dimensions and 60 sub-
dimensions for measuring responsible innovation. It also suggests
the need to include multidimensional perspectives and individuals
with interdisciplinary competencies in this process.
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